
VINA's clinic schedule is full of appointments with
VINA staff, dental students, hygiene students and

volunteer dentists and hygienists. 
 

VINA got back on track with fundraising events in
2021 by having all three signature fundraisers; two

in-person and one virtual.
 

VINA became more involved in work with veterans
this year. We partnered with Livingston County

Veteran Services in addition to the U of M School
of Dentistry to provide care to veterans at no cost.

 

VINA also got a new sign out front! The previous
sign had been at the clinic since 2008 and we are

excited to have a brand-new sign!
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More details about VINA's 2021 on page 4! November 2020 - October 2021



 V I C T O R S   F O R   V E T E R A N S   S P O T L I G H T 

“My first time coming back in 2013 I was in so
much pain and had no money. I was treated with

respect, care and understanding. I’m always
treated with the most respect and patience.

VINA is so helpful to me, I would not be able to
have dental care if it wasn’t for VINA.”

 

 – Charlotte

“I am always treated with respect and
kindness. VINA has been one of the most

positive impacts on my life. This place is truly
a lifesaver. Without VINA, I would be incapable
of getting my teeth worked on. My teeth would
be messed up and I would be in pain every day

and miserable every single day.” 
 

– Patrick

V I N A   P A T I E N T   S P O T L I G H T 

Forrest is a Navy veteran who served in Vietnam. He had old 
dentures that would repeatedly break. A dentist repaired them 
but the dentures didn’t fit right anymore and Forrest had to fix 

and adjust them at home until they fit better. Whenever Forrest’s 
dentures would break and he didn’t have a backup available, he 

would be forced to eat only soft foods or “gum it.” 
 

Forrest is looking forward to his next appointment where he gets his new
dentures and can finally eat a steak without worry. He emphasized the
amount of detail the students and providers put into the work and how

grateful he was for everyone who donates time or money to the program.
 

Forrest said, “I’m a Vietnam veteran so our welcome home wasn’t 
a very good one and to get this recognition and help now, 

believe me, we appreciate it, we really do.”

At VINA, she got multiple extractions and fillings. After treatment,
Wanda said "with great support from the staff throughout, my

self-confidence and well-being so improved. . . I'm grinning all
the time!" During her appointments, VINA also alerted her to
several high blood pressure readings and urged her to see a

primary care physician. She did and was able to control her blood
pressure with medications. Wanda says "Not only did VINA 

bring back my smile, they probably saved my life."

Wanda uses six words to summarize her experience at VINA: "Negative infection, negative pain,
positive celery." Wanda says that celery was the food she missed the most before her teeth were

fixed and she is so happy to be able to enjoy it again without feeling pain or discomfort.
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Before being referred to VINA, Wanda rarely smiled and every
time she laughed she would cover her mouth with her hand

because she was embarrassed by the condition of her teeth.

P A T I E N T   T E S T I M O N I A L S
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Fan Sponsors

Advanced Wealth Strategies
Mazur's Total Automotive

Patrick Financial Group
TNT Orthodontics
Dr. Ross Morrell
Susan Rafferty
Tom Rafferty
Merrill Lynch

 

Ida Bergsma
Richard Smith

Ward Dental Lab
Dr. Carl M. Mueller, DDS

Dr. Gwynne & Chris Attarian
Drs. Donald & Sandra LaTurno

Carol Griffith for County Commissioner

Fowlerville Family Dentistry
Dr. and Mrs. Lee H. Halsted

Larry & Pattie Courtney
Micro Works Computing

Lawrence Auto Body
Cindy Armbruster

Dairy Queen
Dr. Ron Paler

Steve & Kate Lowry
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Dr. Carl Mueller and Dr. Fred Bonine with some of the
University of Michigan dental students at The Tailgate. 

The Tailgate had more than 200 attendees and broke the
fundraising record. Thank you all who attended!

The Wolverines won The Tailgate! They were closely trailing MSU in all
categories but pulled way ahead in the silent auction to win the whole thing.

This is the University of Michigan's first Tailgate win since 2017, breaking the
three-year win streak for the Spartans. The Michigan flag will fly in VINA's

front window until next year's Tailgate. Go Blue!

In the end, VINA won as 2021 Tailgaters raised the most money in Tailgate history! Thank you to everyone who
came out, bought sponsorships, donated auction items, volunteered and spread the word this year.

Please see the generous sponsors listed below and take a moment to thank them and/or support their
businesses as they continue to support VINA and those in need in our community.

Paul Bunyan Sponsors

Extra Point Sponsors

Corrigan Oil
Dr. Ulla Crouse

Snedicor's Cleaners
Bob & Pauline Schaffer

Brighton Family Dentistry
Dr. Colleen & J.D. Concepcion

Livingston District Dental Society
Frank & Faye Zimmerman

Jack & Dianne Hardy
Dr. Anne & Rick Bibik

Chestnut Real Estate & Development

Pediatric Dentistry of Brighton
Leadership Transition Services

Mary Ann Gardella

Super Fan Sponsor

 Jumbotron Sponsors

Dr. Tara Wilson

Painted Face Sponsors

Barb & Jeff Terry

Booster Sponsors

Christine Claflin

Rich & Mary Ray

Eleanor DuFresne
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We returned to the patient levels we had in 2019, running full on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays;
We secured additional volunteer hygienists to fill the gap in the summer months;
We welcomed the return of the University of Michigan senior hygienists in the fall;
We had successful in-person fundraisers in the summer (Golf Classic) and fall (13th Annual Michigan-MSU
Tailgate);
We secured a record number and amount of grants to help fund VINA;
We wrapped up forgiveness on our second PPP Loan from COVID Relief.

We secured (and paid for) a digital x-ray system, reducing exposure to chemicals and radiation for our
patients while exponentially improving diagnoses;
We continue to adhere to all of the original CDC and MDA guidelines for COVID safety, giving our patients
peace of mind when coming to us for care;
We expanded the Victors for Veterans program through the summer;
We expanded our veterans program for Livingston County in conjunction with the Livingston County
Veterans Services Office;
We maintained our model Emergency Dental Program and our Dental Home Program, allowing us to serve
our patients better and allow them affordable oral health maintenance opportunities.

Coming out of 2020 and into 2021 on the heels of the worst of the pandemic we didn’t know what to expect. 
We continued to plan for the best but prepared for the worst.

 

I’m proud to report that 2021 was a very good year for VINA:

 

More importantly, it was a very good year for our patients:

 

The reason we were able to do all of this is because of our donors, volunteers, sponsors and staff. Everyone
contributed to make this a good year — no, a GREAT year — for both the organization and our patients.

 

We enter 2022 with questions again as respects to the new COVID surge but with the confidence that our VINA
team — that’s all of us — can handle whatever comes down the road.

 

On behalf of VINA and our patients, I want to thank every one of you for your part in this important mission.
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays!

 

Sincerely,
Jim Gilmore, VINA Executive Director

Get involved at VINA by donating, volunteering, coming to one of our fundraising events, signing up for 
Kroger Rewards/Amazon Smile and spreading the word about VINA!

 

Visit www.vinadental.org/howtohelp or call (810) 844-0240 for more information.
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